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UM PRESIDENT PANTZER TELLS
OF STUDENT INVOLVEMENT AND
FINANCIAL WOE OF UNIVERSITY

EAST GLACIER, Mont.-Though other campuses across the nation have been disrupted by many issues, the atmos
phere at the University of Montana, Missoula, has been far different, UM President Robert T.
Pantzer said Saturday at an Alumni Association meeting in East Glacier.
"All young people are deeply concerned about such issues as the war in Viet Nam and
the plight of economically deprived people," the president noted in his State of the
University address at Glacier Park Lodge.
Students at the University, he explained, protest peacefully and have not incited
riots, such as occurred at the University of California, Berkeley, and Columbia University,
New York City.
President Pantzer said students are now a part of almost all faculty and administrative
committees.

The faculty and administration have become more attentive to student concerns,

he said, and students who work on committees are responding responsibly.
About 37S faculty members were employed full-time on the Missoula campus during the
fewer
1968-69 academic year, President Pantzer said, and j
were lost through resignation than
in recent years.
Commenting
/
on UM building projects, the president said he hopes the first phase of the
proposed science complex is begun soon.

The $8 million complex will house parts of the

School of Forestry, departments of physics, chemistry and geography.
south of the existing Forestry Building, covering 100,000 square feet.
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It will be constructed
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Other building projects, such as renovation of the Harry Adams Field House and con
struction of a new library, are involved in a current freeze of federal funds and high
interest rates, President Pantzer said.
Two new departments, religious studies and dental hygiene, will be established this
fall, he said.

Though the hygiene program will offer a bachelor's degree, clinical work

will be omitted.
A proposal has been made, the UM president said, to establish a Department of Computer
Sciences in the near future.

Computer facilities at the University will become more ad

vanced and vastly improved to meet administrative, teaching and research needs, he said.
President Pantzer said of a total of 7,200 students last year, the University of
Montana awarded 1,367 students degrees.

Baccalaureate degrees totaled 1,027, and the

remainder were graduate degrees.
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